[Tumors in rheumatoid arthritis].
Benign (bTu) and malignant tumours (mTu) were studied in a randomised autopsy material of 161 patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA). The tissue specimens were fixed in 8% formaldehyde solution at pH 7.6 and embedded in paraffin. The tumours were diagnosed histologically and confirmed by immunohistochemical methods. Five benign (3.1%), and thirteen malignant tumours (8.1%) found observed in 18 (11.2%) of 161 cases. There was no significant difference between laboratory parameters of patients with malignant tumours and without tumours. One benign (0.62%) and seven malignant (4.35%) tumours led to death in 8 (4.97%) of 18 cases altogether. Neoplasms were detected clinically in 8 of 18 cases (44.4 rel%). None of tumorous patients received immunosuppressive treatment and only five had gold (Tauredon) therapy. Paraneoplastic syndromes with rheumatoid complaints may be excluded by the onset and duration of RA and tumours. Benign neurogenic tumours and malignant bronchioloalveolar carcinoma were frequently associated with RA not treated by immunosuppressive drugs. Our data do not support the assumption of a high risk of malignant lymphomas associated with RA treated with immunosuppressive therapy.